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Old Town Market retains its history

By Heather M. Smith, hsmith@acnpapers.com
Published: Friday, January 22, 2010 1:53 PM CST

In its more than 30-year history, the Old Town Market has only been owned
by three people. However, its new owners are a large part of its past.

Shawn and Sharon Knowles recently bought the Old Town Market from one
of its original owners, Dickie Grant. In 1977, Grant and Shawn Knowles’
father, Bob, opened the market. The two ran the business together until
1989 when Grant bought Bob Knowles out. Now, the ownership has come
full circle.

“I think Bob would be delighted to hear that Shawn is now the owner,” Grant
said.

Knowles said the meat market has been his life for as long as he can
remember. Both he and Grant's daughter, Marsha, were raised around the
business.

“I was pretty much raised in the market,” Knowles said. “I learned the
business when | was a kid. | would come here after school and clean the
place. By the mid-1990s | began to really think about owning this place. It is
a big part of the history of the town.”

Knowles and his family originally moved to Lewisville in 1967. Bob Knowles
worked with Grant at Bill's Meat Market. Grant said the two decided that if
they could run a meat market for someone else, they could run their own
business.

“The business has been fantastic,” Grant said. “We wanted to be people’s
personal butcher. We offer something that other chains can’t. Here, there is
still a small town air—we have customers who have been coming here
since the 1960s, and now their kids come in to shop.”

In addition to loyal customers, the market also enjoys a low turnover rate
among employees.

“Our customers get to come into the market and see the same employees
over and over,” Knowles said. “Our employees really know the customers.”

Being involved with the community was important to Grant and Bob
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